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SPEAKING OF 
PHOTOGRAPHY

10th Edition

How do photographs function to both document 
and (re)shape our appreciation for the past?

In “Renewing Romanesque,” Janet Marquardt 
presents a study of the famous and influential 
Zodiaque book series, published in France 
by a Benedictine monastery, under the 
direction of a young monk who studied 
Cubist painting with Albert Gleizes. The series 
was focused on reclaiming pre-Gothic art 
for modernist viewers as a way of renewing 
Christian faith after the horrors of World War 
II. Zodiaque’s powerful images – black and 
white photogravures – went beyond documentary 
photography to become collectible graphic 
prints, shaping the plastic form seen by the 
camera into a fresh two-dimensional artwork.

Janet Marquardt is a Distinguished Professor Emerita at 
Eastern Illinois University. Her research traces the 
epistemological meanings of cultural heritage and the ideological 
function of patrimony. Her publications include: From Martyr 
to Monument: The Abbey of Cluny as Cultural Patrimony, (2007/
pb2009); Medieval Art after the Middle Ages (2009/pb2011) and 
most recently, Zodiaque: Making Medieval Modern 1951-2001 
(2015). Marquardt is currently a Research Associate of History 
at Mount Holyoke College, working on New England Protestant 
missionary women in the Near East during the nineteenth 
century and how their “hagiography of humanitarianism” 
affected attitudes about the Middle East in the United States.

Renewing Ronamesque: 
The Zodiaque book series 
and modernist photography
Janet T. Marquardt 
Distinguished Professor Emerita, Eastern Illinois University
Research Associate, Mount Holyoke College

Speaking of Photography is organized by the Department of Art 
History. The series, now in its tenth year, is made possible by the 
generosity of an anonymous donor, with additional support from 
the Gail and Stephen A. Jarislowsky Institute for Studies in Canadian 
Art; Ciel Variable magazine; and Château Versailles Hotel. This 
lecture is co-sponsored by Formes actuelles de l’expérience 
photographique : Épistémologies, pratiques, histoires.

DEPARTMENT OF 
ART HISTORY

JAN/20/2017
6:30pm

York Amphitheatre, EV 1.605
1515 Sainte-Catherine St. W.
H3G 2W1
Metro Guy-Concordia
Lectures are fee and open
to the public.

For more information, please visit

speakingofphotography.concordia.ca


